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safety: Safe Kids USA’s inspection of more 
than one million car seats. 

Since 1996, Safe Kids USA, a member of 
Safe Kids Worldwide, has partnered with Gen-
eral Motors to address one of the Nation’s 
most significant public health issues: Motor ve-
hicle crashes are the leading cause of death 
for children ages 2 to 14 and the leading 
cause of injury-related death for children under 
age 2. 

Together with GM, Safe Kids USA has rede-
fined how parents and caregivers learn about 
child passenger safety in order to prevent 
these injuries and deaths from happening in 
the first place. We know that when installed 
and used correctly, child safety seats and 
safety belts can prevent injury and save lives. 
Their initiative, Safe Kids Buckle Up, sponsors 
car seat checkup events, which are essential 
to show families the intricacies of how to prop-
erly use and install child safety seats. 

At these events, trained child passenger 
safety technicians teach families how to safely 
transport their children and help to make sure 
everyone in a vehicle is buckled up correctly 
on every ride. On average, technicians spend 
about 30 minutes with each child. Most of 
these events are open to the public and are 
conducted by Safe Kids coalitions in central 
locations like Chevrolet and other GM dealer-
ships, hospitals, community centers and shop-
ping centers. Families who need child safety 
seats, but cannot afford them, are never 
turned away and children who are being trans-
ported in potentially dangerous, recalled car 
seats are given safe replacements. Parents 
and caregivers can have the peace of mind 
that their child will be safer for the simple fact 
that they participated in a Safe Kids Buckle Up 
event. 

In addition, through the generosity of Gen-
eral Motors, Safe Kids coalitions have access 
to Mobile Car Seat Checkup Vans which serve 
communities across the Nation. The vans are 
specially designed, self-contained units that 
can turn any parking lot into a full-service car 
seat safety event site. The fleet was launched 
in 1999 with 51 vans; today there are 125 on 
the road with another 12 being added through 
2008. There are also more than 400 perma-
nent car seat inspection stations operated by 
Safe Kids coalitions in order for families to 
take advantage of trained technicians when-
ever they are needed. 

To date, Safe Kids Buckle Up has reached 
more than 15 million people and there have 
been more than 45,000 events that bring 
much needed car seat inspection services and 
educational messages to families across the 
country. The program has also donated 
365,000 seats to families in need. On June 
12th, the one millionth car seat was inspected 
at an event in Los Angeles and it personally 
gratifies me to see the evolution of this out-
standing program that serves children and 
their families. 

While crash protection is the backbone of 
Safe Kids Buckle Up, the program has 
evolved to offer vehicle safety programs be-
yond car seats and booster seats. Children 
can be injured or killed by heat exposure in 
parked cars, by suffocation when they get 
stuck in a trunk or when struck in a non-traffic 
setting such as a driveway or a parking lot. 
Safe Kids Buckle Up has responded to these 
risks by introducing three new components to 
their programming efforts—Spot the Tot, 
Never Leave Your Child Alone and Preventing 

Trunk Entrapment—in order to help prevent 
children from being left alone in or around a 
vehicle. I applaud Safe Kids Buckle Up for 
moving beyond crash protection and for ad-
dressing children’s safety needs in all types of 
motor vehicle situations. 

I was part of the launch of the Safe Kids— 
General Motors partnership in 1996 and I 
have been proud to lend my support over the 
years to Safe Kids in their efforts to raise pub-
lic awareness of the serious problem of motor 
vehicle crashes. We have made considerable 
progress in child passenger safety but our 
work is not done. Every American must under-
stand that there are proven ways to keep chil-
dren safer in vehicles and we can prevent 
many injuries and deaths through proper safe-
ty precautions. 

I encourage all of my colleagues to partici-
pate in a Safe Kids Buckle Up event in their 
districts to see firsthand how these safety pre-
cautions can make a difference in a child’s 
life. Please join me in celebrating the achieve-
ments of Safe Kids USA, their remarkable 
310+ coalition network and General Motors, 
whose combined efforts ensure that every 
child that visits a car seat safety event leaves 
safer than when he/she entered. 
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OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 19, 2008 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Madam 
Speaker, I am very pleased to join with my 
colleague, the Senior Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KENNEDY), in hailing the proclama-
tion of September 13th, 2008 as Dr. Bernard 
Lown Day. 

In fact Madam Speaker, it would be a more 
accurate representation of the dimensions of 
Dr. Lown’s great career if we were to proclaim 
several Dr. Bernard Lown Days. He is a man 
who has made numerous extremely valuable 
contributions to humanity in a number of 
fields, because he combines intellectual ability 
of the first order, a deep commitment to im-
proving the quality of life of his coinhabitants 
of the planet, a capacity to translate his unsur-
passed understanding of the actual functioning 
of the human heart into treatments and instru-
ments that have significantly advanced the 
fight against heart diseases, and finally, a 
characteristic not often joined to some of 
those I have just listed, an understanding of 
the political process and how to move it. 

In his professional life as a cardiologist, Dr. 
Lown invented the defibrillator and the 
cardioverter, and he was the first to use the 
drug lidocaine. In these innovations, in his 
own practice of over 50 years, and the knowl-
edge he’s imparted to countless numbers of 
younger—and by now not so young—other 
doctors, Dr. Lown has put all of us in his debt 
for his contributions to our health. 

In addition, he has been a leader in inter-
national cooperation in the medical field, and 
in humanitarian work in general, recognizing 
early on that the fight against disease and 
poor health must know no artificial political 
boundaries. 

Finally, he has been a leader in the effort to 
avert nuclear disaster and to promote a hu-

mane and sensible approach to international 
conflict. In recognition of these latter activities, 
Dr. Lown was a Nobel Peace Prize Laureate 
in 1985 for his work in co-founding the Inter-
national Physicians for the Prevention of Nu-
clear War and the work he had done—and of 
course continues to do—opposing the pro-
liferation of nuclear weapons and promoting 
world peace. 

It is sometimes said that people who try to 
do too many different things can diminish their 
ability to do any one thing. Bernard Lown’s life 
is an example of exactly the opposite: the 
many areas of important human activity in 
which he has excelled have not detracted from 
each other but rather have reinforced each 
other, contributing to a life’s work that has 
been a model of how one takes his very con-
siderable talents and puts them at the service 
of others. 

Senator KENNEDY and I are delighted to 
have been given the privilege of representing 
Dr. Lown in the Congress of the United States 
and we are very proud to join here today in 
observing September 13th as Dr. Bernard 
Lown Day. 
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TRIBUTE TO MR. BOB MCCLELLAN 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 19, 2008 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the achievements of Bob McClellan. 
Mr. McClellan has, since 1994, served as 
President and CEO of Hortica Insurance, for-
merly Florists Mutual, headquartered in 
Edwardsville, Illinois. He had been employed 
at Hortica from 1987–1994 in several senior 
management positions. Prior to his time at 
Hortica, Bob McClellan served as an adjunct 
faculty member at Southern Illinois University 
Edwardsville from 1978–1985 and as Manage-
ment Information Services Director from 1976– 
1978. It was at SIUE that Mr. McClellan re-
ceived a B.S. and M.B.A. in 1974 and 1976, 
respectively. 

Bob McClellan’s most admirable achieve-
ments come not from his professional life, but 
his personal life. Mr. McClellan has continually 
dedicated himself to the betterment of his 
community and the preservation of educational 
institutions. Mr. McClellan has been a member 
of the Executive Board of the Boy Scouts of 
America Trails West Council, for example. In 
1996, he worked with Edwardsville High 
School administrators to develop and imple-
ment a technology plan that allowed the 
school to provide modem instruction to its stu-
dents. In 2005, Bob worked to bring a Hortica 
donation to SIUE when he personally carried 
plants and flowers to a celebration on campus. 
Clearly, Mr. McClellan gives freely of his time 
and professional expertise. 

Mr. McClellan has received numerous 
awards in his lifetime, including the Rotary 
International’s Four-Way Test Award for Busi-
ness Ethics in 2007 and the Business Partner-
ship Award from Ameren and the Illinois De-
velopment Council in 2005. I wish to honor 
him today with my words of appreciation. Men 
like Mr. McClellan deserve deep gratitude and 
respect. His unwavering enthusiasm for com-
munity development, coupled with his keen 
business sense, is both unusual and excep-
tionally commendable. As Bob McClellan re-
tires from his post as President and CEO of 
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